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Lynsey Cunningham and Mitch Martel, both 11, said they were excited to learn about Tampa's 
past of pirates and soldiers. As he glued strips to city hall, Mitch said he liked his class tour of 
Oaklawn Cemetery so much he insisted his mother go there the next day with him so he could 
show her all he learned. 

Leo Stoler, 12, another student working on city hall, is in docent training at Tampa Theatre. 

'I've been to a few movies there, and it's nothing like the mall,' he said, adding that learning 
the history of Tampa has been surprisingly fun. 

'I asked the students whether they wanted to construct the old city hall or the newer 
administrative building,' Santa Cruz said. 'And they overwhelmingly said the old one.' 

Elliott said the tiered, wedding cake-style structure will include the landmark clock. 

'What's great about our location is the students can actually go to these buildings and see the 
details like the cornerstone,' he said. 

Tampa Bay History Center curator Rodney Kite-Powell said city hall is a good start for 
Rampello students because its construction signaled faith in a great future for Tampa. 

'Based on its scale and design, Tampa was becoming pretty prosperous at the time,' he said. 

Kite-Powell said a police station was built copying the first three stories of city hall but was 
bulldozed in the 1960s. 

'We used to have a warped sense of the progress of downtown, tearing down these old 
structures for the new,' he said. 

Phyllis Alexandroff, Hillsborough County's secondary education supervisor of art, who was 
visiting Santa Cruz, said it's exciting to see Box City take shape with the city hall project. 

'It's a community project for students beyond their school world,' she said. 'It's wonderful 
academics, too, because of the math skills and problem-solving.' 

Reporter Janis D. Froelich can be reached at (813) 835-2104 or jfroelich@tampatrib.com.
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